MOKE PR CTION AND SMOKE REDUCTION IN
ENDOSCOPIC SURGERY: PRELIMINARY REPORT

Author - D. Ott
Source - Endoscopic Surgery & Allied Technologies - August 1993

ABSTRACT

“This paper deals with the hazard of smoke production to patients undergoing
endoscopic surgery. A study investigating methaemoglobin levels in a patient
group operated on using smoke generating devices as compared to a control
group yielded a significantly positive correlation between smoke production and
methaemoglobin concentration. The mechanisms controlling methaemoglobin
levels in the body and the specific toxic effect of elevated levels are dealt with. It
is concluded that smoke production in endoscopic surgery is a factor of concern
and should be minimized.”



